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Full circle:
Charlie Wilson
shows the
alley he slept
'11:. as a home-
55 DETSON
after his Gap
Band days
in Hollywood.
Wilson has
renewed his
life and career,
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Charlie the gaps

R&B legelid fises.from: =~ huosteam

. . . HOLLYWOOD — *This building wasn't here,” Charlie Wilson says, waving at
addlCtlUI'l, hOITlElESSIlESS a high-rise condo under mnsltnrgu:tiun along busy La Brea Avenue. “Tt was a

parking lot for U-Hauls. I slept under them when it rained. So did a lot of other

tO I'Et{_lm to glory aS crackheads.”

G He brushes a tear from Tﬂf;rfl;eek Revisiting the haunts of his COVE']'

darkest days is distressing for the R&B legend, wholed the Gap —5———

a mmy nommee Band to international stardom in the '80s and rebounded to so- Stﬂl‘ !
lo glory in recent years. In between lies a desperate stretch of

addiction and homelessness that took the singer from a posh Hellywood Hills

o Take a video tour of Charlie Wilson's ranch manse to seedy alleys,
::3 and the Hollywood streets he lived in when Strolling a narrow road behind a pawn shop, he points to the grassy spot he
he was homeless at life.usatoday.com. frequently staked out while living on the streets from 1993 to 1995,

“I slept in that deep corner there,” he says. “When | come through this area
Please see COVER STORY next page »






